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	Social Affairs


Neglect and abuse of older people is widespread 
Older people in Europe are vulnerable to poor treatment, neglect and abuse, according to a survey presented by the European Commission MID-mARCH. Almost half (47%) of people across the EU consider the phenomenon to be widespread in their country – and the challenge is only likely to increase as Europeans get older. A high-level EU conference in Brussels will today offer policy makers and experts an opportunity to discuss the quality of care for frail elderly people and pool ideas on preventing elder abuse. Brussels, 17 March 2008
As Europeans live longer, the share of the EU population aged over 80 is due to increase three- or four-fold to 12% by 2050. More and more people will depend on the care of relatives or professional carers and be vulnerable to neglect or even abuse. But while abuse can take many different forms – ranging from physical to psychological – it is more often the result of an inability to cope on the part of stressed and overburdened carers than intent to exploit or harm vulnerable older people. Although the perceived risk of elder abuse varies among EU countries, protecting the dignity and fundamental rights of the frail elderly is becoming a major challenge for societies across Europe. 

Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/archives/ebs/ebs_283_en.pdf, http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/spsi/elder_abuse_en.htm 

Policies with a human face for ageing societies and youth employment
During its Plenary Session on 12 and 13 March 2008, the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) will adopt three key opinions on the common European asylum system, long term care-systems for older people as well as youth employment.
At the request of the Slovenian presidency, the EESC has drawn up this draft exploratory opinion "Guaranteeing universal access to long-term care and the financial sustainability of long-term care systems for older people" in which it calls on the European Council, the Commission and the Member States to tackle the problems of an ageing population as a matter of urgency, in order to ensure that all older people receive the support and the quality of care that they need. The challenges of long-term care calls for an inter-generational solidarity – based on shared responsibility. The Committee puts forward a number of recommendations in the areas of financing and affordability, care and supply of services, care workers, care in the family, rules, standards and quality as well as the use of information and communication technologies.

In its draft exploratory opinion 'Role of the social partners in improving the situation of young people on the labour market' the EESC welcomes the priority that the Slovenian presidency has decided to attach to integrating young people into the world of work, which is one of the greatest challenges facing the European Union today and which reflects the aims of the revised Lisbon Strategy for Growth and Employment. 

The Committee formulates a number of key objectives and lists seven main groups for action for the social partners, which include education, vocational training, traineeships, collective bargaining, third-sector activities, mobility and the exchange of good practices. 
Internet: http://www.toad.eesc.europa.eu/EESCConvocation.aspx?body=plen&date=12032008
Young people with fewer opportunities in society 
On 3-4 March, the European Commission has organised a conference in Brussels on the 'Participation of young people with fewer opportunities'. It was the first European event focusing on the category of socio-economically deprived young people in Europe. The conference aims to highlight innovative ways to encourage the participation of marginalized young people in society and to identify key factors for success in projects working in this area. More than 150 participants have been invited from all over Europe, including representatives of 23 umbrella NGOs and national or local NGOs from all Member States, youth workers and policy-makers.
Today, 19 % of young Europeans (the under 30s) live under the poverty level, and 15.3 % leave school without any diploma. The unemployment rate of young people is double that of other age groups. Suicide is the second-highest cause of death among the young, after accidents. 

The expression "Young people with fewer opportunities" covers a wide range of different categories of people, such as the homeless, the disabled or those with chronic health problems, the socio-economically disadvantaged from ethnic minorities or with a migrant background, those facing discrimination because of their sexual orientation, the victims of human trafficking, those with backgrounds endangered by crime, the unemployed or early school leavers, those living in poor suburbs or remoter rural areas, drug addicts, etc. 

The social inclusion of young people is also a transversal priority of the Youth in Action funding programme (2007-2013), which is an EU-level instrument of youth policy. It supports action and projects that favour disadvantaged young people, and includes the activities of the youth workers who work with them. 

Internet: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2006:297:0006:0010:EN:PDF, http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2007:314:0001:0003:EN:PDF, http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/cha/c11200.htm
	Employment


Tripartite Social Summit
At the Tripartite Social Summit, European Commission President José Manuel Barroso and Slovenian Prime Minister Janez Janša – current President of the European Council – discussed with high-level employers' and workers' representatives the progress made under the EU's Growth and Jobs Strategy. The leaders of EU institutions and social partners also addressed the priorities for the next three-year cycle of the Lisbon Strategy, the social consequences of climate change and energy dependency as well as topics on the social dialogue agenda for the coming months.
As follow-up of their Joint Analysis of European labour markets published last October, the European social partners also announced that they will negotiate an autonomous agreement which will aim at "facilitating access to and progression in the labour market for disadvantaged groups through a series of preventative and curative measures including lifelong learning".

Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/socialdialogue
Europeans are living longer 
Europeans are now living longer than ever before with significant implications for the sustainability of pensions, economic growth and the future labour supply.
Europeans are living longer than ever before, on average 8-9 years more than in 1960. The increased lifespan is great news but also poses many questions for individuals, their families and for social systems. This coincides with other demographic development: fewer children are being born which means fewer people paying into state pension and healthcare systems, and a smaller pool of potential carers, be they family members or professional carers. 

Policy makers are beginning to reflect on the role of older people in society. In this context, the European Foundation for the Improvement of Living and Working Conditions (Eurofound) is happy to launch its resource pack ‘Working longer, living better – Europe’s coming of age’ covering such issues as: 

· Work - Providing support and motivation to work longer 

· Life - Making it easier to switch between work and non-working life 

· Companies - Tailoring business products and services 

· Care - Offering quality services and facilities for older people 

Internet: Resource pack, http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/emplweb/news/news_en.cfm?id=378 
	Education, vocational training & youth


Brussels debates to shape future EU strategy for intercultural dialogue
In the framework of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2008, the European Commission, in partnership with civil society stakeholders, will be hosting a series of seven thematic “Brussels Debates” throughout 2008. 
They will bring together high level speakers and a distinguished audience of European Commissioners, Members of the European Parliament, civil society stakeholders, members of think-tanks, journalists and students to reflect the EU's future strategy for intercultural dialogue. 

The subsequent Debates will shift the spotlight to topics, such as -
· the role of intercultural dialogue in the arts and culture, 

· interreligious dialogue (in cooperation with the EPC), 

· multilingualism, 

· intercultural dialogue in the workplace, 

· intercultural dialogue in education, and 

· intercultural dialogue in the media. 

Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/flash/fl_217_sum_en.pdf, www.dialogue2008.eu 

European Quality Assurance Register in Higher Education (EQAR) launched
The quality of teaching at European universities is periodically assessed by quality assurance agencies, but who checks the quality of these agencies? The answer to this question is the European Quality Assurance Register in Higher Education (EQAR), which is officially launched in Brussels on 4 March 2008. The Register will be operational by summer 2008, and is governed and co-funded by a non-profit association of stakeholders, social partners and governments.
The European Quality Assurance Register in Higher Education (EQAR) responds to the need for quality assurance in Europe's higher education systems. 

Of course, Member States already have quality assurance agencies of one sort or another. The EQAR will serve as an instrument to improve the quality of those national quality assurance agencies and allow higher education institutions to choose between different agencies, if that is compatible with national arrangements. 

The European Register will list the quality assurance agencies that substantially comply with a specific set of standards that have been approved at European level: the so-called European Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance. These are valid in all the 46 countries that participate in the Bologna Process. 

Internet: www.eqar.eu, http://ec.europa.eu/education/policies/educ/bologna/bologna_en.html, http://www.ond.vlaanderen.be/hogeronderwijs/bologna/about/Standards-and-Guidelines-for-QA.pdf, http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2006:064:0060:0062:EN:PDF 

	Health


New technologies for active ageing and longer independent living

Helping older people to stay healthier and to live independently for longer is the aim of a new research programme on "Ambient Assisted Living" (AAL) says the co-decision report by Neena GILL (PES, UK). It will develop new information and communication technology (ICT), to enable more elderly people to access public services more easily, but these services must nonetheless respect their privacy and dignity, say MEPs.

Parliament approved a first-reading deal with Council on the programme with 431 votes in favour, 10 votes against and 8 abstentions. Today, technologies have been developed that can help solve loss of memory, vision, hearing and mobility. Substantive work has already begun, but often there is neither awareness nor widespread use. So this initiative, I hope, will be of real use and help solve societal problems."
In implementing the Seventh Framework Programme of the European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities (2007 to 2013), the Community makes a financial contribution to the Ambient Assisted Living research and development programme (hereinafter referred to as "the AAL Joint Programme") undertaken jointly by Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom (hereinafter referred to as "the participating Member States") as well as Israel, Norway and Switzerland.

The AAL programme will aim to develop cost-effective solutions that facilitate equitable and simplified access to new products services across Europe, but especially for older people in rural and peripheral areas. 
The Seventh Research Framework Programme will co-finance the AAL programme to the sum of €150 million for 2008-2013. To ensure success, participating countries should jointly contribute at least the same or possibly a higher amount, says the text. Each participating country is expected to allocate at least 20% of its national research funding to AAL-related activities. 
Internet: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/052-23871-070-03-11-909-20080312IPR23861-10-03-2008-2008-false/default_en.htm 
	Research


European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)
The European Parliament adopted the Regulation establishing the European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT). The next steps include appointing the EIT's Governing Board by June 2008 and establishing the first two or three Knowledge and Innovation Communities (KICs) towards end of 2009. 
Internet: www.ec.europa.eu/eit
	Other EU-Affairs


European Year of Creativity and Innovation 2009
Europe needs to boost its capacity for creativity and innovation for both social and economic reasons. That is why the Commission has today adopted a proposal to declare 2009 the European Year of Creativity and Innovation. The decision will be taken later this year by the Council and the European Parliament.
The modern world puts emphasis on better use of knowledge and rapid innovation. It therefore requires a broadening of the creative skills base involving the whole population. In particular, there is a need for skills and competences that enable people to embrace change as an opportunity and to be open to new ideas in a culturally diverse, knowledge-based society. Education and training are determining factors in this. 

The activities of the Year should focus on creating an environment favourable to creativity and innovation and become a strong impetus for a long-term policy priority. Emphasis should be put for instance on education across a wide range of subjects including mathematics, science and information and other technologies. Highlighting creativity through such skills should foster problem-solving and the practical application of knowledge and ideas. All forms of innovation including social and entrepreneurial innovation should be taken into account. 

Artistic creation and new approaches in culture should also receive due attention, as important means of communication between people in Europe and in the follow-up to the ongoing European Year of Intercultural Dialogue (2008). 

The European Year of Innovation and Creativity is proposed as a cross-cutting initiative covering not only education and culture, but also other policy domains such as enterprise, media, research, social and regional policy and rural development. It should include information and awareness-raising campaigns, promotion of good practices, debates, meetings, conferences and promote a wide variety of projects at regional, national and European level. 

Resolution on the situation of persons with disabilities in the European Union

Please find here the text of the “Resolution of the Council of the EU the representatives of the Governments of the Member States, meeting within the Council of 17 March 2008 on the situation of persons with disabilities in the EU”: http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:C:2008:075:0001:0004:EN:PDF 

	EU-funded programmes


· 7th Framework Programme: several open calls in the field of health, ICT…
· Citizens for Europe: Calendar 2008-2013
· YOUTH IN ACTION: Guidelines 2008, Youth in the World: 15/04/2008
· EU-Health program: 23/05/2008
· DAPHNE III: 22/04/2008 (action grants)
	Calendar of upcoming events 


	Date
	Title
	Venue
	Contact

	02/04/2008
	“Air Passenger Rights for Disabled People: Understanding Legal Requirements, Defining Best Practice”
	Brussels (Belgium)
	Programme: http://www.thewaterfront.co.uk/conferences/conf_calendar%20Air%20Passenger%20Rights%20for%20Disabled%20People.php 

http://www.thewaterfront.co.uk/conferences/online_booking.php

	02/04/2008
	International conference

“Giving a stronger voice to civil society in the EU neighbourhood” - Development of civil dialogue and partnership relations between civil society, national governments and EU institutions
	Brdo (Slovenia)
	Conference website : http://www.ecas.org
E-mail : eu@cnvos.si 

Tel : +386 1 542 14 22

	03-4/04/2008
	Conference on on innovative services for people with disabilities “Inclusion - Walking the Talk”
	Brussels (Belgium)
	Conference website :

http://www.easpd.eu
E-mail : dorina.iuga@easpd.eu

	10-12/04/2008
	Theme: "Education for all! Inclusive education for young people with disabilities."
	Vienna (Austria)
	Contact :

www.inclusion-europe.org
secretariat@inclusion-europe.org


	14/04/2008
	eInclusion: Ageing well in the Knowledge Society
	Brussels

(Belgium)
	http://www.epractice.eu/workshop/Ageingwell

	22-25/04/2008
	International Conference on         Ageing Deaf 


	Puchberg Castle Wels (Austria)
	www.lebenswelt.at and then click on Spring Conference

Email: martievanarkel@lebenswelt.co.at


	23/04/2008
	e-Access'08: Technology for All

	London (UK)
	http://www.headstar-events.com/eaccess08/

	7-11/05/2008
	ERACON 2008

Erasmus Coordinators Conference and Go- Exchange Education Fair, including a theme on disabled students and teachers
	Lisbon (Portugal)
	Registration deadline : 15 April 2008. Deadline for abstracts : 31 March 2008

More information :

http://www.eracon.info/


	16/05/2008
	First Conference on “Good practice in accessible tourism”
	Valencia (Spain)
	http://www.tourism4allnetwork.org/noticias.php?&local=e

	19-22/05/2008
	UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities: a Call for Action on Poverty, Lack of Access and Discrimination


	Addis Ababa (Ethiopia)


	UN Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) / Leonard Cheshire International (LCI), More information : Fiona.McConnon@Lc-uk.org


	20-23/05/2008
	Workability Europe Annual Conference: 

Employment Solutions through Innovation
	San Sebastian (Spain)
	www.workability-europe.org
Email: publicaffairs@workability-europe.org


	21-22/5/2008
	4th international conference – Housing without Barriers
	Prague (Czech Rep)
	Czech National Disability Council

www.bez-barier.cz


	23-24/05/2008
	Ministerial Conference on Disability addressing the UN Convention, hosted by the Slovenian EU Presidency


	Slovenia
	Contacts soon available

	05-06/06/2008
	European Flour Fortification Initiative meeting
	Lisbon (Portugal)
	More info:

http://www.sph.emory.edu/wheatflour/Europe/ or

E-mail :

lieven.bauwens@ifglobal.org

	07-09/06/2008 
	19th International conference of the International Federation for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus
	Lisbon (Portugal)
	more info: www.ifglobal.org

	18-20/06/2008
	Psychosocial Rehabilitation, open frontiers
	Liège (Belgium)
	http://www.rehabpsy.be


	25-27/06/2008
	4th Deaf Academics International Conference
	Dublin (Ireland)
	http://www.deafacademics.org/

	26-28/06/2008
	“Social Firms, Employment and Quality of Life: 
Common Strategies for Social Inclusion in Europe” 
	Lisbon (Portgual)
	http://www.cefec.be 

	30/06 – 03/07/2008
	3rd World Forum on Human Rights
	Nantes

(France)
	http://www.spidh.org/?id=162&L=3


	02-06/07/2008
	8th IFHOH Congress “A global Community of Communication”
	Vancouver (Canada)
	http://www.chha-ifhohcongress2008.com


	07-9/08/2008
	Mental Health Europe Conference 
Diversity in Mental Health and Wellbeing


	Aalborg (Denmark)
	http://www.mhe-aalborg.dk
Email: info@mhe-sme.org


	21-23/08/2008
	4th German Culture Days of the Deaf


	Cologne (Germany)
	http://www.gehoerlosen-kulturtage.de

	25-28/08/2008
	21st RI World Congress
	Quebec City (Canada)


	http://www.riquebec2008.org/

	9-12/092008
	WI Annual Conference & AGM
	Sapporo, Hokkaido island, Japan
	Alain Rialland workability.international@wanadoo.fr

	12-14/09/2008
	Conference of European Forum of Sign Language Interpreters
	The Hague (The Netherlands)


	http://www.nbtg.nl/efsli2008

	18-19/09/2008
	EPR Annual Confernce: Outcome Measurement of Service Provision to People with Disabilities


	Maastricht (The Netherlands)
	www.epr.eu
Email: nadege.jibassia@epr.eu


	22-24/09/2008
	4th International Forum on Disability Management
	Berlin (Germany)
	www.ifdm2008.de

	01-02/12/2008
	European Day of People with Disabilites (EDPD) Conference
	Brussels (Belgium)
	Contacts soon available
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