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	Social Affairs


EU proposes protection from discrimination beyond the workplace 
On July 2nd the Commission has adopted a proposal for a directive which provides for protection from discrimination on grounds of age, disability, sexual orientation and religion or belief beyond the workplace. This new directive would ensure equal treatment in the areas of social protection, including social security and health care, education and access to and supply of goods and services which are commercially available to the public, including housing. Eurobarometer surveys show that a large majority of Europeans support such legislation: 77% back measures to protect people from discrimination in education and 68% in access to goods and services.
The law will prohibit direct and indirect discrimination as well as harassment and victimisation. For people with disabilities, non-discrimination will involve general accessibility as well as the principle of "reasonable accommodation" which is already used in existing European legislation. It will, however, avoid imposing a disproportionate burden on service providers by taking account of the size and resources of the organisation, its nature, the estimated cost, the life cycle of the goods and services and the possible benefits of increased access for persons with disabilities. The directive will only apply to private persons in so far as they are performing their commercial or professional activities. Also, Member States will remain free to maintain measures ensuring the secular nature of the State or concerning the status and activities of religious organisations. The directive will have no effect on generally accepted practices such as discounts for senior citizens or age restrictions on access to certain goods (e.g. alcohol for young people) on grounds of public health. To ensure effectiveness of the proposed measures, national equality bodies will give advice to victims of discrimination while civil society organisations will also have the possibility to help victims in judicial and administrative procedures.

The proposal for a directive is part of a broader policy approach to non-discrimination, also adopted by the Commission today, as a follow-up to the 2007 European Year of Equal Opportunities for All. The Communication on 'Non-discrimination and equal opportunities: A renewed commitment' acknowledges that legal protection of individual rights has to go hand in hand with the positive and active promotion of non-discrimination and equal opportunities. It sets out key areas in which further progress at EU and national level is needed, such as the fight against multiple discrimination, further raising of awareness, non-discrimination mainstreaming, positive action and data collection.

Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=477&langId=en, http://ec.europa.eu/social/BlobServlet?docId=475&langId=en, http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/fundamental_rights/legis/lgenforce_en.htm, http://ec.europa.eu/antidiscrimination
Renewed Social Agenda proposed
On 2 and 3 July, the Commission is putting forward a comprehensive and ambitious package of initiatives. It represents a new commitment to social Europe and consists of an integrated approach bringing together various policies. It shows how the EU can help to create opportunities, provide access and demonstrate solidarity – by taking initiatives to foster employment creation, education and skills development, fight discrimination, support mobility and enable Europeans to live longer, healthier lives. The renewed social agenda seeks to empower and equip Europeans, in particular also young people, to deal with rapidly changing realities - shaped by globalisation, technological progress, ageing societies – and developments such as the recent hikes in food and oil prices and turmoil in financial markets. It also aims to help those who have difficulties coping with these changes.

Altogether, the package adopted on 2 and 3 July as part of the Renewed Social Agenda contains 19 initiatives in the areas of employment and social affairs, education and youth, health, information society and economic affairs. The initiatives are centred on the following priorities: 

1. Preparing for Tomorrow: Children and Youth

2. Investing in People: Managing Change

3. Supporting Longer and healthier lives

4. Fighting discrimination

5. Strengthening Instruments

6. Shaping the International Agenda

7. Combating Poverty and Social Exclusion

The Commission is for example proposing legislation to fill the gaps of the existing legal framework and to protect against discrimination on the grounds of religion or belief, disability, age or sexual orientation outside the field of employment. Another legislative proposal contained in the package aims to facilitate patients' access to healthcare in other European countries.

The Renewed Social Agenda follows a broad public consultation launched by the Commission in 2007 to take stock of Europe's changing social reality. 
Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?langId=de&catId=89&newsId=376&furtherNews=yes, http://ec.europa.eu/social 
EU improves access to air transport for people with reduced mobility

On the 26th of July the European Commission will issue a set of new European rules which will offer the disabled and the elderly access to air transport comparable to that available to any other passengers using airports in the European Union, without discrimination or extra costs.

Since 26 July 2007, a European Regulation adopted a year previously prevents airlines and travel agents from refusing to reserve flights for passengers or from refusing to transport them because of their reduced mobility.

On 26 July 2008, the other provisions of the Regulation enter into force. Airports will from then on have to offer a specific range of services to people with reduced mobility, so that they can benefit from airport facilities to the same extent as other passengers. Priority boarding under the best possible conditions will be required, with all the appropriate facilities. In addition, on flights leaving from an EU airport or operated by an EU carrier into an EU airport, airlines will be obliged to offer certain services free of charge, like the transport of wheelchairs and guide dogs.

Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air_portal/passenger_rights/prm/index_en.htm
Directive on patients' rights in cross-border healthcare 
As part of the Renewed Social Agenda, the Commission adopted on July 2nd a proposal for a directive to facilitate the application of European patients' rights in relation to cross-border healthcare, as well as a Communication on improving co-operation between Member States in this area. Despite several clear European Court of Justice rulings confirming that the EU Treaty gives individual patients the right to seek healthcare in other Member States and be reimbursed at home, uncertainty remains over how to apply the principles of this jurisprudence more generally. With this proposal the Commission aims to provide legal certainty on this issue. This follows calls from both the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers for the Commission to propose a specific initiative on cross-border healthcare, in a way explicitly adapted to, and respecting, the unique nature of the healthcare sector. In addition, the proposed Directive provides a solid basis to unlock the huge potential for European cooperation to help improve the efficiency and effectiveness of all EU health systems.
Overall, this directive, once adopted by the Council and the European Parliament, will provide a clear framework for cross-border care. 
Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/healthcare/cross-border_healthcare_en.htm, http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/co_operation/healthcare/cross-border_healthcare_en.htm
Population projections 2008-2060 

From 2015, deaths projected to outnumber births in the EU27. Almost three times as many people aged 80 or more in 2060.
The EU27 population is projected to increase from 495 million on 1 January 2008 to 521 million in 2035, and thereafter gradually decline to 506 million in 2060. The annual number of births is projected to fall over the period 2008-2060, while at the same time the annual number of deaths is projected to continue rising. From 2015 onwards deaths would outnumber births, and hence population growth due to natural increase would cease. From this point onwards, positive net migration would be the only population growth factor. However, from 2035 this positive net migration would no longer counterbalance the negative natural change, and the population is projected to begin to fall.

The EU27 population is projected to become older throughout the projection period, due in particular to persistently low fertility and an increasing number of survivors to higher ages. This ageing process would occur in all Member States. In consequence, the old age dependency ratio in the EU27, i.e. the population aged 65 years and older divided by the working age population, is projected to increase from 25% in 2008 to 53% in 2060. In other words, there would be only two persons of working age for every person aged 65 or more in 2060, compared with four persons to one today. 
Internet: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=STAT/08/119&format=HTML&aged=0&language=DE&guiLanguage=de
	Employment


State aid for jobs and growth
The European Commission has adopted a Regulation, which will come into force in the coming weeks, giving automatic approval for a range of aid measures and so allowing Member States to grant such aid without first notifying the Commission. 
The Regulation authorises aid in favour of SMEs, research, innovation, regional development, training, employment and risk capital. The Regulation also authorises environmental protection aid, aid measures promoting entrepreneurship, such as aid for young innovative businesses, aid for newly created small businesses in assisted regions, and measures tackling problems, like difficulties in access to finance, faced by female entrepreneurs. As well as encouraging Member States to focus their state resources on aid that will be of real benefit to job creation and Europe's competitiveness, the Regulation reduces the administrative burden for public authorities, the beneficiaries and the Commission. This new General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) consolidates into one text and harmonises the rules previously existing in five separate Regulations, and enlarges the categories of state aid covered by the exemption. It will take effect 20 days after publication in the Official Journal, allowing Member States to grant better targeted aid immediately.

Aid measures not included in the GBER are not necessarily illegal. They will simply remain subject to the traditional notification requirement: the Commission will examine such notifications on the basis of the existing guidelines and frameworks.

Among the categories of aid authorised by the GBER are aid for:

· training 

· recruitment of disadvantaged workers in the form of wage subsidies 

· employment of disabled workers in the form of wage subsidies 

· compensating the additional costs of employing disabled workers

Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/comm/competition/state_aid/reform/reform.cfm 
	Education, vocational training & youth


Volunteering: Commission proposes a boost for the mobility of young people
The European Commission begin July proposed the launch of an initiative to create more opportunities for young people to volunteer across Europe. Young people who wish to volunteer in another Member State currently do not have enough opportunities to do so. 

The initiative concerns young people in the European Union under the age of 30 who wish to volunteer in a country other than their own. Such voluntary activities differ from formal employment, since they are usually unpaid (except for some pocket money and expenses) and cover a limited period of time, typically several months. Volunteers are active in a whole range of areas, from civil protection and social inclusion to cultural preservation and the environment.

The Commission is encouraging Member States to improve the interoperability of national youth volunteering schemes in order to make it easier for a volunteer from one country to participate in the volunteering schemes of another. 
Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/youth/youth-policies/doc30_en.htm, http://europa.eu/youth/volunteering_-_exchanges/index_eu_en.html 
Europass - more than 3 million CVs created online
On July 4th the European Commission has presented a report evaluating Europass. Launched in 2005, Europass provides a coordinated portfolio of documents helping people to describe what they know and can do in a way that is clearly and easily understood throughout Europe. Today's report is based on an external evaluation which concludes that Europass is achieving its objectives as a cost-efficient mobility tool for citizens, and that the service it offers is relevant to their needs. 
The Europass CV is at the heart of the initiative and its single most successful component so far. About 3.1 million Europeans have created CVs on the Europass portal since 2005, with more than 900,000 since the beginning of 2008 alone. 
However, while Europass CV is overall very successful, this is in particular with the highly-educated, and one of the findings of the report is that the representation of the low-qualified and the unemployed among the users of the Europass portal and the Europass CV needs to be improved. 

Internet: http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu, http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/europass/index_en.html 

	Health


eHealth to support medical assistance while travelling and living abroad 
Begin July the European Commission launched two initiatives to improve the safety and quality of care to people who require medical assistance while travelling or living abroad: a Recommendation on cross-border interoperability of electronic health record (EHR) systems and the Smart Open Services (SOS) project. The Recommendation aims to provide Member States with basic principles and guidelines for ensuring that doctors can gain access to vital information on patients that they are trying to treat, wherever such information may be located in Europe. The SOS project, co-funded by the European Commission, is supported by 12 Member States and their industry players, to demonstrate the benefits of such interoperability. It will enable health professionals to access specific medical data such as current medications of patients from other EU countries. In an emergency, sharing of medical information could save many patients' lives.
The SOS project will receive over €22 million in funding in the next 3 years, €11 million of which is covered by the European Commission's Competitive-ness and Innovation Programme (CIP). 
Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/health/policy/index_en.htm, http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/newsroom/cf/itemlongdetail.cfm?item_id=4113 
The European Health Insurance Card
Four years after its launch, 173 million people have a European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) in their pocket. Citizens from 31 European countries can use the card to get the medical care they need if they fall ill or have an accident in one of the participating countries (the EU, Norway, Liechtenstein Iceland and Switzerland). The EHIC simplifies procedures and cuts red tape for citizens when disaster strikes during a temporary stay abroad. 

Having an EHIC means that a patient is entitled to the same medical treatment as a local patient while the cost of the treatment will be completely or partly met by his or her sickness insurance scheme. 
Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/healthcard, http://ec.europa.eu/avservices/video/video_prod_en.cfm?type=detail&prodid=6464&src=1
	Research


Better access to scientific articles on EU-funded research 
Fast and reliable access to research results, especially via the Internet, can drive innovation, advance scientific discovery and support the development of a strong knowledge-based economy. The European Commission wants to ensure that the results of the research it funds under the EU's 7th Research Framework Programme (FP7) with more than € 50 billion from 2007 - 2013 are disseminated as widely and effectively as possible to guarantee maximum exploitation and impact in the world of researchers and beyond. The Commission launched a pilot project that will give unrestricted online access to EU-funded research results, primarily research articles published in peer reviewed journals, after an embargo period of between 6 and 12 months. The pilot will cover around 20% of the FP7 programme budget in areas such as health, energy, environment, social sciences and information and communication technologies. 

The Commission's open access pilot, to run until the end of FP7, aims to ensure that the results from EU-funded research are progressively made available to all. Grant recipients will be required to deposit peer reviewed research articles or final manuscripts in an online repository. 
Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/open_access
Public Research: Common problems need common solutions 

Climate change, diseases, or energy are societal challenges shared by all EU countries. National research, which currently makes up 85% of all European public research funding, will have more impact if Member States pool their resources and better coordinate their efforts. The European Commission proposed that Member States adopt a new approach of "Joint Programming". It aims at tackling current compartmentalisation which undermines the efficiency of Europe's research.

The Communication adopted by the Commission "Towards Joint Programming in Research: Working together to tackle common challenges more effectively" proposes that Member States first identify a limited number of key challenges on which to focus their efforts, and then, agree on a common vision, develop and implement a Strategic Research Agenda for each area. 

Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/research/press/2008/pdf/com_2008_468_en.pdf
	Other EU-Affairs


VAT: categories of services with a reduced rate 
On July 7th the European Commission made a proposal to change the VAT Directive 2006/112/EC so as to provide Member States with the flexibility to apply reduced VAT rates for some specific services on a permanent basis. The Commission proposal covers areas where there is sufficient evidence that reduced rates do not create problems for the proper functioning of the Internal Market. The sectors concerned are mainly so called labour-intensive services and locally supplied services, including restaurant services. 

In the absence of clear orientation from the Council to the Commission's Communication of last July regarding the full revision of the system of reduced rates, the proposal only seeks to deal with issues which require urgent action while, at the same time, seeking to provide the same possibilities to all Member States.

The housing sector will no longer be limited to services linked to a social policy, as it is currently, but will be broadened to include the supply and construction of all housing, as well as all services related to the housing sector (including renovation, maintenance, cleaning, ...). 

It is proposed that labour-intensive services should be permanently included in the list of services eligible for reduced rates. Moreover, the category is broadened to other locally supplied services of a similar nature. That is among others: 

· Domestic care services (e.g. home help and care of the young, elderly, sick or disabled); 

· All personal care services (including hairdressing, beauty services, ...) 

In addition a number of small clarifications are proposed. Concerning medical equipment for the disabled the Commission proposes widening this category to cover all specially designed or adapted material or equipment for the exclusive personal use of the disabled (including specially adapted cars, Braille keyboards ...). 
Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/index_en.htm, http://ec.europa.eu/taxation_customs/taxation/vat/how_vat_works/rates/index_en.htm
Commission wants a web that is better enabled for the disabled
15% of Europeans suffer from some form of disability, and many face barriers such as reading a website's small text or even knowing how to access websites and online services. Despite repeated calls by the EU and government leaders to improve this situation, progress remains limited: by far the majority of websites fail to use universally accepted user-friendly solutions. On July 2nd the European Commission launched a public consultation on further measures to make websites in Europe accessible, starting with those of public administrations, and invites stakeholders to give their views. It also addresses other technologies like digital television. The consultation was open until 27 August 2008.
Internet: http://ec.europa.eu/einclusion, http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/einclusion/library/studies/meac_study/index_en.htm, http://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG10/
	EU funded programmes


· 7th Framework Programme: several open calls in the field of health, ICT…
· Citizens for Europe: Calendar 2008-2013
· YOUTH IN ACTION: Guidelines 2008
	Calendar of upcoming events 


	Date
	Title
	Venue
	Contact

	10/9/2008
	Ideas into Action – Children and young people with disabilities and special needs
	London (UK)
	Book online at http://www.icwhatsnew.com/services/events/IDEAS.htm

	9-12/092008
	WI Annual Conference & AGM
	Sapporo, Hokkaido island, Japan
	Alain Rialland workability.international@wanadoo.fr

	12-13/9/2008
	ECCL Seminars - Living Independently and Being Included: Understanding and Implementing the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
	Oslo (Norway)
	www.community-living.info

	12-14/09/2008
	Conference of European Forum of Sign Language Interpreters
	The Hague (The Netherlands)


	http://www.nbtg.nl/efsli2008

	18-19/09/2008
	EPR Annual Confernce: Outcome Measurement of Service Provision to People with Disabilities


	Maastricht (The Netherlands)
	www.epr.eu
Email: nadege.jibassia@epr.eu


	22-24/09/2008
	4th International Forum on Disability Management
	Berlin (Germany)
	www.ifdm2008.de

	24-27/10/2008
	European Congress “Living in the encounter”
	The Hague (NL)
	More information :

www.in-der-begegnung-leben.eu

	29-30/10/2008
	French EU Presidency Conference: “A European approach for the enrolment of students with disabilities”
	Clermont-Ferrand (FR)
	http://www.ue2008.fr

	29-30/10/2008
	European Conference 

“Protecting and promoting the rights of persons with disabilities in Europe: towards full participation, inclusion and empowerment”
	Strasbourg (FR)
	Council of Europe

For further information :

disability@coe.int


	10-14/11/2008
	Course “Juticiability of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights : Theory and Practice”
	Turku/Abu

(Finland)
	Deadline for applications : 15 September 2008

http://www.abo.fi/instut/imr/courses.htm

	21/11/2008
	European Conference: “The new approach to State aids – recent reforms under the State Aid Action Plan and next steps”
	Brussels (Belgium)
	Registration and further information:
COMP-STATE-AID-CONFERENCE@ec.europa.eu


	1-2/12/2008
	European Day of People with Disabilites (EDPD) Conference
	Brussels (Belgium)
	Contacts soon available

	2009
	
	
	

	27-29/5/2009
	9th European Union of Supported Employment Conference
	Prague (Czech Republic)
	European Union of Supported Employment and Czech Union of Supported Employment. 

For further information: www.euseconference2009.org  and www.euse.org
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