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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

“Promoting Equal Employment Opportunities”

Mainstreaming of Educational and Training Practices Tailored to Disadvantaged and Elderly People

Organised by Workability Europe in cooperation with “Marie Curie Association”

9 – 11 July 2007

Hotel Alliance****, 7 “Vassil Aprilov” Blvd., Plovdiv, Bulgaria

Programme

9 July 2007

· Arrival of participants (in Sofia)
· Accommodation in Hotel Alliance

· Free evening

10 July 2007 

10.00 – 11.00 Visit to Complex for Social Services Plovdiv
11.00 – 12.30 Walking tour in Old Town
12.30 – 14.00 Lunch in Hotel Alliance Restaurant 
14.00 – 15.00 Press conference
Chaired by: Petya Grudeva, PR of Marie Curie Association
· Journalists from regional and national media will be invited to cover the event by preliminary published Press Release

· With special input from Hans Vrind, Workability Europe President and Tim Papé, Co-Chair of Network Development Group
15.00 – 18.20 Thematic presentations 
Chaired by Mariya Valkova – Executive Director of Marie Curie Association

· About 15-20 min are scheduled for presentations followed by 5 min for Q & A

	Start time
	End time
	Name of speaker
	Function
	Organisation
	Country
	Topic of the presenation

	15:00
	15:05
	Dr Ivan Chomakov
	Mayor 
	Municipality of Plovdiv
	Bulgaria
	Welcome speech

	15:05
	15:10
	Mariya Goranova-Valkova
	Director
	Marie Curie Association
	Bulgaria
	Short presentation of MCA. European Year of Equal Opportunities for All

	15:10
	15:25
	Mariyana Kurkovska 
	General Secretary
	National Agency for People with Disabilities
	Bulgaria
	Start up of your own business opportunities for people with disabilities

	15:25
	15:40
	Ekaterina Tashkova
	Director "Integration of people with disabilities"
	National Agency for People with Disabilities
	Bulgaria
	Encouraging employers in hiring people with disabilities (Funding opportunities for adaptation and inclusion)

	15:40
	16:00
	Petya Grudeva
	PR
	 Marie Curie Association
	Bulgaria
	Mentoring programmes as a successful instrument for career support of people with disabilities

	16:00
	16:20
	Karel Van Isacker
	CEO
	PhoenixKM
	Belgium
	Accessibility of web environment for people with disabilities

	16:20
	16:40
	Gaynor Edwards
	European project Manager
	Remploy
	UK
	Vocational improvement pipelines for people with disabilities

	16:40
	17:00
	Martin Ohridski
	PR
	Workability  Europe
	Belgium
	Workability Europe: responding to key sectoral challenges

	17:00
	17:20
	David French
	Director
	French & Burt Ltd.
	UK
	Accessible training for people with disabilities

	17:20
	17:40
	George Taylor
	Teaching Professor
	De Monfort University
	UK
	Access to professional training and social work

	17:40
	18:00
	Margaret Durie
	Director 
	Edinburgh University Settlement Centre
	UK
	Comparative need analysis for people with disabilities and elderly people

	18:00
	18:20
	Francis Laveaux
	Project Manager
	Agora 56
	France
	Acerish II

	18:20
	18:30
	Mariya Goranova-Valkova
	Director
	Marie Curie Association
	Bulgaria
	Closing


18.30 – 19.30 Cocktail at the Restaurant “Kopcheto” in Hotel Alliance
· Networking and continuation of discussions

21.00 Official Dinner in Merry Village Restaurant, Bld. Dunav 53
11 July 2007

9.00 – 12.00 Network Development Group meeting in Hotel Alliance
Co-Chaired by: Tim Papé and François Kuentz
· Featuring a presentation of Marie Curie Association’s activities on national and European level

12.00 – 13.00 Lunch in Hotel Alliance

· Departure of participants
ADDITIONAL INFORMATON

* Plovdiv is the second biggest city in Bulgaria located about 1.30h by car from the capital Sofia.

* Information about the accommodation, transport and other practical arrangements have been sent separately to participants.
* Special rates have been negotiated with Hotel “Alliance”. 
* Agenda and supporting meeting for Network Development Group meeting have been sent separately.

* For more information contact Martin Ohridski at publicaffairs@workability-europe.org (tel: +32 2 235 66 64; GSM: +32 498 426 993) or Tim Papé at sandy.evans@shaw-trust.org.uk
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